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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 and 4-15 are pending in this application and have been examined in 
response to application amendment filed on 01/14/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 4 and 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Greer et al. (Greer, US 6,993,722 B1). 

4. As to INDEPENDENT claim 1 , Greer discloses a method of controlling input in a 
host device capable of generating video signals and having a main unit and an input 
unit, the host 

device capable of being connected to a display device, the method comprising: 

(a) sensing input via the input unit (col.4, lines 35-38; "remote control" issues 
commands to drive the multifunctional product); 
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(b) determining output mode of the display device by communicating with the 
display device (col .3, lines 48-51 and lines 51-58; output mode is determined to produce 
best displaying result by communicating with the display device to see if the display 
device supports an enhanced hardware utilization), the output mode being selected by 
the user for displaying one of an outside signal among a plurality of outside signals 
received by the display device (coll, lines 59-61; fig. 6, "200"; col.4, lines 8-18; a context 
manager allows a user to select between different applications / output modes); and 

(c) processing the input by the main unit according to the output mode after 
sensing the input from the input unit (col.4, lines 39-45; the key input unit (fig. 6 "remote 
control"); 

wherein, at the host device, the input from the input unit is one of canceled and 
executed in accordance with the output mode of the display device (fig.ld, "32", fig.le, 
"42", fig.lg, "62"; col.11, lines 65 -col. 12, lines 15; col.7, lines 30-34; The input 
operation is halted, paused, stopped or disconnected from the pervious main device 
when the output mode is of the current main device). 

wherein the operation (c) comprises, if the output mode of the displaying device 
is not a mode for displaying the video signal generated by the host device, canceling the 
input (fig. 2b and fig 6 both illustrated controls for mode switching; col.7, lines 30-34; The 
input operation is halted, paused, stopped or disconnected from the pervious main 
device when the output mode is of the current main device), and 

wherein the operation (c) comprises, if the output mode of the displaying device 
is not a mode for displaying the video signal generated by the host device, executing 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/681 ,21 9 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2173 

the input (when the output mode is a PC mode (fig . 1 g , "60"), other modes (fig . 1 g "62") 
are suspended, and the input commands from the PC are properly executed (fig.lg, 
"63")). 

5. As to claim 4, Greer discloses wherein the host device is a PC (fig.2A, "set-top 
box"). 

6. As to claim 5, Greer discloses wherein communication between the display 
device and the main unit is performed by at least one of a serial and parallel 
communication (col. 10, lines 46; "universal serial bus for communicating"). 

7. As to claim 7, Greer discloses wherein the input unit is a keyboard (fig. 6, a 
remote keyboard is indicated). 

8. As to claim 8, Greer discloses wherein the input unit is a mouse (fig. 6, "201", 
mouse). 

9. As to INDEPENDENT claim 9, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. 



10. 



As to claim 10, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 7 above. 
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11. As to claim 1 1 , see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 8 above. 

12. As to INDEPENDENT claim 12, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 
1 above. 

1 3. As to claim 1 3, Greer discloses displaying the current mode indicator according 
to the output mode of the display device (col. 10, lines 9-10). 

14. As to claim 14, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 5 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claim 6 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Greer and Lambrecht et al. (Lambrecht, US 5,754,801). 
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17. As to claim 6, Greer discloses the serial communication between the monitor and 
the computer main unit (fig. 2a, "BUS 95"; lines 44-53). Greer does not specifically 
disclose the communication is performed by an I2C bus/protocol system. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lambrecht discloses a serial communication performed 
by an I2C bus (col. 13, lines 34-36). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of 
Greer and Lambrecht before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
communication bus taught by Greer to include an I2C bus taught by Lambrecht with the 
motivation being to provide more communication interface options for the user. 

18. As to claim 15, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 6 above. 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments filed 01/14/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

20. Applicant argues that Greer does not disclose the output mode is determined by 
communicating with a display device. 
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In response to applicant's argument, Greer discloses that each application/output mode 
has their respective or preferred video output requirement(s) (col.1 , lines 59-62; 
different applications or modes may have different video output requirement), the host 
device user interface (col.4, lines 8-10) communicates with the display device to 
determine the preferred output mode based on the active application (col.1, lines 55-60; 
col.4, lines 18-21) and the display capacity to support the preferred output mode 
(col.4 lines 50-55); wherein a particular video port/output mode is associated with a 
particular application, by selecting a particular application, the video output requirement 
that is associated with the particular application/output mode is also selected (fig.2B; 
col.4, lines 1 8-21 ). For example, when a user wants to play a DVD, the user selects a 
DVD output mode to play the DVD or when a user wants to play a video game, the user 
selects a video game output mode to play the video game, wherein the user selected 
output mode from a host device is communicated with the available output 
modes of the display device to determine the best output mode. 

21 . Applicant argues that Greer does not disclose that at the host device, the input 
from the input unit is one of canceled and executed in accordance with the output mode 
of the display device. 

In response to applicant's argument, Greer discloses output modes are associated with 
their corresponding application devices (col.2, lines 59-63; application devices such as 
a DVD player or a game device are described) wherein, the host device (fig.2A; set top 
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box) determines the currently displayed output mode with associated application device 
of the display device and halting operations that are not currently displayed (col. 7, lines 
30-34). For example, a user may decide to switch from playing a game in a game 
output mode to watching a TV program in a TV output mode, when the output mode is 
switched, the game is paused, inputs associated to the controlling of the game such as 
moving an arbitrary in game object are suspended because the game is paused (fig . 1 B, 
"11", "12"). 

Conclusion 

22. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAOSHIAN SHIH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1257. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 0730-1700. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4057. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HSS 

/Kieu D Vu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



